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Introduction: The Commission

Commission

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal Corridor study was commissioned
by a partnership of organisations comprising:

northwest

development agency

ENGLISH HERITAGE
British
Waterways

Leeds & Liverpool Waterway,
North West Region

e e -

A Canal Legacy

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal at 127.25 miles in length. forms a
key transpennine route linking two major cities. It winds its
way through a landscape of contrasts crossing the Pennines
to the east, through the architectural heritage of the northern
miil towns and dropping down to the fat agricultural land of
West Lancashire.

Completed in 1816, it was regarded as one of the greatest civil
engineering feats of its time and opened up trade from Liverpool
through the industrial towns of Lancashire to Leeds. Many
towns inciuding Chorley, Wigan, Blackburn, Nelson and Burniey
grew rapidly during the Industrial Revolution The main freight
carried at the time included stone from quarries throughout the
northwest of England, textiles from the mifl towns of Lancashire
and Yorkshire, agricultural products and coal from the thriving
Lancashire pits

lronically, what started life as a catalyst to growth, is now
surrounded in several of the urban areas by dereliction and
decay as the traditional industries have declined and any freight
previously carried on the canal is moved using railways and
the major road network that now passes through the area.

Through the corridor study, it is hoped that a new vision and
strategy will emerge to drive the regeneration of the canal to
redefine it as a key destination, important leisure attraction and
as a focus for reinvestment, employment and recreation

The Study

Within the study area the canal forms a comman thread weaving
its way through the eight local authority areas of Pendle,
Hyndburn, Blackburn with Darwen, Burnley, Chorley, Wigan,
Bolton Metrepolitan Borough Council and West Lancashire
District Council

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal Corridor Study is divided into two
parts:

Eastern Length

The eastern study runs from the Yorkshire border at
Greenberfield Locks and extends to the west side of Blackburn
to Finnington Bridge.

Western Length

The western study covers the area from Finnington Bridge to
the Lancashire County Council/Sefion Metropolitan Borough
Council boundary at Jacksons Bridge

...from sunrise to sunset......
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o Introduction: The Present Situation

East Lancashire - The Present
Situation

East Lancashire, the setting for the first section of the study.
faces many challenges including a poor health record, old,
high density housing. poor public transport links, amongst the
highest levels of derelict land in England and areas of severe
levels of deprivation higher than the national average. The
canal, however, offers enormous economic. cultural and
ecological potential and the opportunity, through the study, to
now act as the key driver to regeneration in the area

A strategic and planned approach is recognised by this
partnership as being key to successful regeneration. The
Northwest Development Agency has identified East Lancashire
as a Regional Priority area in recognition of its problems and
will attempt to reverse the negative trends and improve its
quality in terms of the built environment, economic prosperity
and social inclusion

English Heritage also recognises the area's potential and that
the canal is Imed by some of the north of England's most
important examples of industrial heritage and archaeology. It is
keen to support the repair and reuse of buildings, structures
and historic areas within the canal corridor wherever possible.

m Background to Study 6
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o Introduction: Realising the Potential

Realising the Potential

The table opposite highlights the value and importance of our
Waterways throughout Britain and the contribution they can
make towards conserving and enhancing our landscape and
heritage. The Leeds & Liverpool Canal is no exception and this
document illustrates how new life and vitality can be brought
to the waterway to provide a focus for renewal and recovery.

Objective Value and Importance of Waterways

Regeneration = Act as a catalyst for economic and social renewa!
Increase development value and the opportunity for investment
Focus and link regeneration oppartunities In urban and rural areas

|Contrihuta to civic renaissance, increasing urban capacities, choice of lifestyle and reuse of brownfield
and

Focus for rural diversification, development and regeneration and to contribute to delivery of Market
Town Initiatives

= Generate long term economic activity and opportunities for emptoyment
« Promote inclusion and quality of life

= e —

Sport and Provide an important water-based sport and recreation resource
Recreation Contribute to the health and well baing of society
Form racreational carridors/routes lnking urban areas to the countryside
50% of the population of England, Wales and Scotland live within five miles of a8 waterway
Promote accessibilty to all members of soclety
Add value as a national fishery

Tourism « Act as a tourism asset in thelr own right

« Provide a link between existing/new attractions
* Support the holiday industry through water-based aclivites

* Provide European renowned destinations such as Birmingham Canal System, London Docklands,
%aledonlan Canal and emerging international destinations such as Falkik Whael, Andarton LIft and
ees Barrage

« Enhance the environment and altract increased visitor activity

»  Contribute to the tourism product in the broadest sense by enhancing the environment in urban and
rural areas, attracting increased overnight and day trip activity

Herltage, Culture Form a unique heritage. cultural, educational, [andscape and environmental asset
and the Natural Extensive number of important histaric buildings and structures
Environment Contribute {o the cultural distinctiveness and branding of a region or sub-region
Important and valuable linear habitals which act as 'green lungs' and host rare and differant species
Conltribute o open spaca provision
= Provide a resource for water supply and land restoration
Transport < Contnbute to integrated transport objectives
= Provide transport routes on a local and national scale
= Act as a water-bome transport comidor for people and freight
*« Form important cycling, walking and public access corridors

Acaplerdirem the iatle includes In fWAAC "Piennming A Fulure fer Ihe Inland Watenways - A Gooc Praclica Guide (2C01)
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0 Canal Context: Complementary Partnerships and Initiatives

Complementary Partnerships and
Initiatives

This section gives an overview of some of
the most relevant and recent partnerships and
initiatives that impact on the Leeds & Liverpool
Canal at a national, regional and local level
and are discussed in that order. Collectively,
they highlight the wide-ranging issues that
are current within the North West region and
along the canal corridor.

The canal will play a key role in the emerging
East Lancashire Regional Park and is
therefore discussed first together with an
overview of the East Lancashire Partnership

The flowchart on the previous page provides
a combined summary of the planning policies,
partnerships and inttiatives of relevance to
the study Continued effective partnership
warking will be required to maintain and
enhance a co-ordinated approach to
regeneration throughout the canal corridor.

--'E__ast.Lar{é:ashi:.l;e Partnership

The East Lancashire Partnership was formally established in
1997 by the six borough councils of East Lancashire,
Lancashire County Council. The Learning and Skills Council,
the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Lancashire
Enterprises plc and the consortium of East Lancashire
Agencies

The partnership aims to transform East Lancashire from a
series of small and medium sized towns into a new concept of
city living in a rural context for over half a million residents.
The vision will help to create a new sense of identity and
purpose with investment in a range of partnerships

East Lancashire’s Future - Achieving our Vision 2000

The Partnership’s strategy document seeks "to establish East
Lancashire as the equivalent of a city area of half a million
people living and working in vibrant, well networked and
sustainable towns and rural communities' This is supported
by three themes:

*  Qur Living Space - improving the quality of the environment
to make East Lancashire a better place to live, work, invest
to create a positive and successful image;

* Income, Prosperity and Aspirations - improving quality of
life, job opportunities;

+  People, Communities and Future Citizens - improving the
skills and aspirations of individuals and communities.

The East Lancashire Regional Park

The proposal for a new East Lancashire Regional Park will
network the wide range of countryside, heritage, leisure and
educational attractions and be linked by public transport, canals
cycleways and footpaths The Regional Park will be an
essential element in building a new image and encouraging
investment in adjoining urban areas. It will include a Rural
Priority Area, the Forest of Bowland AONB, the West Pennine
Moors, South Pennine Heritage Area and established local and
regional visitor attractions. It is anticipated that the Regional

m Complementary Partnerships and Initiatives 24

Park will draw in more than £23 million of investment geared to
a recent £5 million SRB 6 award to the East Lancashire
Partnership and will focus on a broad band of urban fringe
land across the region

The bid and outline prospectus contains four strategic
objectives closely linking to the overall aims of the East
Lancashire Partnership as follows:

+ To establish a physical framework that will enable the
positive transformation of East Lancashire as a regional
asset;

To increase the prosperity and competitiveness of East
Lancashire and contribute towards regional
competitiveness;

+  To improve living environments and promote healthy
lifestyles;

+  To promote involvement in the development of and
responsibility for the community environment.

The initiative for the creation of a regional park facility is
gathering momentum. The East Lancashire Partnership has
set up a multi-agency "Regional Park Management Group”
which is overseeing the development of the strategy and is
co-ordinating the implementation of initiatives by the recent
SRB6 bid.

The structure of the park is split between two zones of
intervention, the “intensive” and “extensive” park settings
The intensive park occupies the main settlement areas and the
river valleys. The extensive park covers the outlying landscape
and includes moorland and other areas of rural character The
plan opposite shows the proposed extent of the regional park
and highlights the intensive and extensive park areas

Interventions and initiatives are categorised into themed
networks or NETS. Their combined purpose is to embrace the
regional park concept of linking landscape development to
economic regeneration, sustainable living and working. and
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Canal Context: Complementary Partnerships and Initiatives

Local Strategies, Guidance, Partnerships and Initiatives (continued)

* A series of initial studies on assistance to SME's, labour
resources, infrastructure and communications and tourism
and leisure accompanied by an economic analysis and
assessment of market trends and opportunities;

*  Preparation of an integrated programme of activity along
the canal corridor aimed at economic revitalisation of the
area and maximising public and private sector resources;

« Identification of a series of projects for early submission
through ERDF

A number of projects were undertaken at the time as part of
this study including redevelopment of buildings at Eanam Wharf

Prospects Foundation - Hyndburn Prospects

Prospects is Hyndburn Borough Council's response to the
challenge of Local Agenda 21 Prospects involves setting up
neighbourhood panels of local people who are interested in
addressing sustainability in their local areas Action includes
environmental improvements, creation of community wildlife
gardens and recycling campaigns. Church and Rishton
Prospects Groups work closely with British Waterways on a
number of canal-related projects. Church Prospects Group
has recently completed a picnic site adjacent to the canal.

Local Strategic Partnerships - SRB bids

East Lancashire Partnership - Changing East Lancashire”
SRB Round 6

A seven year scheme to begin development of the first (north
west) regional park. It will aim to provide access to quality
outdoor space and facilities particularly for the sub region's
most deprived communities and improve the image and
environment of East Lancashire as a place to live and invest
The regional park will help to stimulate urban renaissance
provide an interface for communities with recreational, cultural
and sporting facilities in a countryside environment The park's

focus will concentrated in a broad band of urban fringe land
adjoining a number of deprived wards. The re-use of derelict
sites, reclamation of brownfield land and diversification of
agricultural land will be priority.

The canal forms a spine through the heart of the SRB 6 area
and forms a key element within the Regional Park

Pendle Partnership - "The Time Is Now For Nelson™ SRB
Round 6

A seven year scheme targeting Central Nelson and Brierfield.
It aims to support planned housing improvements in Nelson
with a package of measures to improve health, reduce crime,
improve the local environment and encourage new small
businesses. Outside the core area, activity will focus on new
development sites and linking employment opportunities that
these will bring to the target communities.

The canal forms the spine through the SRB 6 area and a study
has already been undertaken by Groundwork commissioned
by Pendle Borough Council to explore opportunities for
environmental improvements along the canal corridor within
the bid area This work is ongoing and has been subject to a
recent public consultation exercise

Burnley Regeneration Forum - Creating Confidence in
Burnley's Communities” SRB Round 6

A seven year scheme to support community development in
the most deprived wards to the south and west of the borough.
It will feature Family Learning Centres, link residents to local
labour opportunities, initiatives for those with mental heaith
problems, a business support programme and initiatives to
tackle drug abuse and support young mothers.

The canal passes through the SRB 6 area from the aqueduct
at Bank Hall at the north end of the Burnley Mile as far as canal
bridge no 129 where it crosses the M65.

Hyndburn First - 'The People of Accrington and Church
Together” SRB Round 6

The seven year scheme targets the Central Springhall and
Church wards of Accrington It aims to improve community
participation and access to opportunities for personal and
shared development; improve the competitiveness of existing
businesses and facilitate new business start-ups including
community businesses; improve health and well being through
early intervention and improvements in accessing information,
treatment and services; and to improve the natural and built
environment

The canal passes through the SRB 6 area at Church

Blackburn Regeneration Partnership - “Investing in the Future
Pathways to Progress”. SRB Round 5

A seven year programme of investment and action targeting
wards in the Blackburn borough suffering from severe multiple
urban deprivation It aims to engage communities in regenerating
their neighbourhoods, create the right conditions for improved
business competitiveness, improve poor housing, enhance
urban design and transform the urban environment and reduce
crime by pioneering community safety initiatives.

The canal passes through the SRB area south of junction 6 of
the M65 at Whitebirk as far as Blackburn Infirmary (canal bridge
no 98A south of Blackburn Locks)
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Resource Review: Landscape Character

Canal Character:

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal passes through
a contrasting landscape of urban industry and
spectacular Pennine scenery. Passing
through Blackburn and Burnley, this central
and highest length of the contour canal marks
it climb to its summit point at Foulridge before
commencing it's ultimate descent into
Yorkshire.

The canal is a valuable asset for the region,
afthough pressures for development,
recreation and tourism all present potential

National Landscape Character Definition

The Countryside Agency (formerly the Countryside
Commission) document "Countryside Character - The
Character of England‘s Natural and Man-made Landscape
(1998} sets out a nationwide division of landscape character
across the country. Distinctive areas of landscape are defined,
relating to geological and landform features as well as the
effects of human influence upon the landscape.

The "Lancashire Valleys" Character Area (No 35) covers the
entire East Lancashire section of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal.
The canal corridor is recognised as a significant aspect of this
character area and relates closely with its other key
characteristics:

* The broad valley of the River Calder and its tributaries
between the natural backdrops of Pendle Hill and the
Southern Pennines;

* Anintensely urban character derived from the main towns
of Blackburn, Burnley and Accrington and their rapid
expansion since the industrial revolution,

* A strong industrial heritage derived from cotton weaving
and textiles, with many redundant or under-utilised mill
buildings;,

* A profusion of transport and communication routes along
the valley bottom (of which the Leeds & Liverpoal Canal
forms one);

* Numerous large country houses with associated
parklands;
*  Remnant agricultural land fragmented by industry;

* Field boundaries, regular to the west and irregular to the
east, formed of hedges with few hedgerow trees and, at
higher elevations stone walls or post and wire fences.
Boundaries often degraded around urban areas;

+ Small woodlands limited to cloughs on valley sides:;

.....a distinctive setting

Character Areas Na 33 (Bowland Fringe & Pendle Hili) and No.
36 (Southern Pennines) do nat physically cross the route of
the Leads & Liverpool Canal. However they do form a constant
visual backdrop to the canal and provide an indication of the
more extensive moorland and Pennine landscapes that
surround the immediate landscape setting of the waterway on
either side

Regional Character Definition

Lancashire County Council have identified a series of distinct
landscape character types for the county, as defined by their
document "A Landscape Strategy for Lancashire - Landscape
Character Assessment” (2001). These character types reflect
distinctive combinations of landform and land-cover elements
and may occur in any number of areas throughout the county
(each area having its own description within the character
type). They provide a detailed character breakdown of the
county and essentially sub-divide the broad character traits of
the national character area into more specific areas

An overview of the landscape character types affecting the
Leeds & Liverpool canal corridor is shown on the maps
opposite. The majority of the canal length, between Blackbum
and Colne alternates between the "Industrial foothills and
Valleys” landscape character type and the urban landscape
types {historic core, Industrial Age and Suburban) Only at the
western and northern extremes is the landscape character
perceived to change significantly. Lowland farmland
predominates to the west of Blackburn, whereas to the north
beyond Calne and Barrowford the canal borders “moorland
fringe" before entering an extensive "drumilin field" setting,
leaving the industrial setting of the Lancashire Valleys
altogether
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Resource Review: Biodiversity

Biodiversity

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal in East Lancashrie
provides an unbroken corridor that represents
a significant wildlife resource in a sub-regional
context. The canal corridor supports a wide
variety of habitats and a corresponding diversity
of species.

This section provides a review of the biodiversity
of the canal corridor in a strategic context. detalls
the main range of habitats and species one
would expect to see along the study length and
highlights the significant lengths where
biodiversity could be enhanced or safeguarded

Overview

There is considerable variation within the corridor over the
length of the study area Between Barnoldswick and
Barrowford the corridor has a distinctly rural character, with
good habitat connectivity between the canal and adjoining
land, including the extensive canal feeder reservoirs in the
Foulridge area. South and west of Barrowford the canal is
never far from major settlements, nor the M65 motorway which
impacts indirectly - aurally and visually - and directly -
necessitating the reconstruction of some lengths of channel
which are now lacking in natural features (eg west of Hapton)
Where the canal passes through the most heavily urbanised
lengths - in Nelson, Burnley and Blackburn - its corridor is
very narrow, often hemmed in by development on both sides,
but it still provides valuable wildlife habitat within its channel
and banks which represents important “green space" in areas
where this is in short supply More suburban lengths between
large settlements - eg around Reedley Hallows between Nelson
and Burnley and around Church between Burnley and
Blackburn - can comprise some of the richest areas, with
unintensive "marginal” farmland adjoining the waterway to
provide a wide corridor with a good diversity of habitats

.....a wildlife haven

Strategic Context

The following documents are key to providing the strategic
context within which to review the ecology of the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal and assess priarities for action to enhance it

Lancashire Plain and Valleys Natural Area Profile publishec
by English Nature

The entire length of the study area lies within this Natural Area,
although it is adjoined by the upland habitats of the Forest of
Bowland Natural Area to the north and the Southern Pennines
Natural Area to the south. The Natural Area Profile identifies
standing open water and canals within the Lancashire Plain
and Valleys as a key nature conservation feature of National
Significance, although with respect to canals the most important
contribution to this status is made by the Lancaster Canal as
32% of the British aquatic flora has been recorded from this
waterway. None of the Natural Area's other key nature
conservation features of National Significance - coastal and
floodplain grazing marsh, earth heritage, lowland raised bogs
and wet woaodland - are features of the canal corridor within
the study area

The Natural Area Profile identifies the following habitats as
key nature conservation features of Local Significance:

« Ancient and/or species-rich hedgerows;
» Arable and horticulture;

«  Lowland meadows;

+  Lowland mixed deciduous woodland;

+ Rivers and streams.

Of these, lowland meadows and lowland mixed deciduous
woodland - both scarce habitats within the Natural Area - are
particularly important features of the canal's corridor Good
examples of lowland meadows adjoining the canal include
Barden Lane Fields and Roundwood Meadows (both Biological
Heritage Sites) at Reedley Hallows Good examples of lowland
mixed deciduous woods adjoining the canal are the ancient
woodlands of Atcham Clough Wood, near Clayton-le-Moors
and Stanworth Woods west of Blackburn






Resource Review: Biodiversity

Site name Grid ref Designated for:

River Don - Brun Valley SD 859335 | Ancient woodland (not on EN inventory); old
established semi-natural grassland; semi-
natural vegelation.

Pollard Moor, Hapton SD 794323 | Semi-natural vegetation.

Common and Bentley Wood

Green

Shuttleworth Woods, Hapton SD 789325 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory)

Castle Clough, Hapton SD 787313 | Ancient woodland (not on EN inventory).

Altham Clough Wood, Altham | SD 769317 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory).

Shaw Brook and Mill Wood, SD 735302 | Old established semi-natural grassland;

Rishton semi-natural vegetation.

Norden Valley SD 737317 | Ancient woodland (not on EN inventory);
semi-natural vegetation.

Darwen Valley Parkway SD 682254 | Semi-natural vegetation; supports locaily
vulnerable vascular plant species; supports
a good assemblage of amphibians.

Fenniscliffe Playing Fields SD 663268 | Supports locally vulnerable vascular plant
species.

Pleasington Playing Fields SD 652264 | Semi-natural vegetation; supports locally

(south) endangered vascular plant species

Stanworth Valley Grassland SD 647245 | Old established semi-natural grasstand.

Stanworth Valley Woods SD 653237 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory)

(east)

Stanworth Valley Woods SD 645243 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory).

(west)

Stanworth Woods and SD 644247 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory);, ancient

Reservoir woodland (not on EN inventory).

Moulden Banks, Livesey SD 643253 | Old established semi-natural grassland;
supports locally sensitive vascular plant
species.

Whinney Banks and SD 642255 | Ancient woodland (not on EN inventory);

Fenniscowles Woods

semi-natural vegetation.

Site name Grid ref Designated for:

Leeds & Liverpoo! Canal SD 889449 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity of

Section, Foulridge Wharf to the Natural Area; supporis locally

County Boundary endangered vascular plant species (Bromus
erectus).

Ghyll Lane Church Yard SD 893481 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity

Colne/Skipton Disused SD 899451 | Railway trackside; supports locally

Railway; Nelson and endangered vascular plant species.

Colne/Foulridge/ Salterforth

Whitemoor Reservoir SD 878432 | Water body of high vaiue to waterfowl and/or
wading birds.

Foulridge Reservoirs SD 885418 | Water bodies of high value to waterfowl
and/or wading birds; large swamp or fen
site; supports scarce vascular plant species;
supports locally endangered vascular plant
species.

Sandhole Clough, Foulridge SD 877424 | Old established semi-natural grassland.

Wanless Bridge Triangle SD 873412 | Old established semi-natural grassland.

Barrowford Locks Hills and SD 889449 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity

Hollows

Leeds & Liverpool Canal SD 870406 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity of

Section, Barrowford Locks to the Natural Area; supports locally

Foulridge Tunnel endangered vascular plant species (Bromus
erectus).

Lomeshaye Marsh and Green | SD 846376 | Old established semi-natural grassland;
large swamp or fen site; supports an
exceptional population of an amphibian
species.

Heald Wood, Reedley Hallows | SD 836348 | Ancient woodland (not on EN inventory).

Bardon Lane Fields, Reedley Old established semi-natural grassland.

Hallows

Leeds & Liverpool Canal SD 841352 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity

Section, Ormerod Road to

M65 J12

Spring Wood, Whittlefield SD 834344 | Ancient woodland (on EN inventory).

Oswald Street, Stoneyhoime SD 839339 | Artificial habitat contributing to biodiversity;

old established semi-natural grassland
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Resource Review: Water Quality & Operations

Water Quality

Water quality in the'Leeds & Liverpool Canal
is largely determined by the inputs it receives
from adjacent watercourses, feeder
reservoirs and direct discharges from
adjacent properties. In the East Lancashire
section a large proportion of the flow comes
from the feeder reservoirs that enter the
summit pound between Barrowsford Locks
Colne and Greenberfield Locks.
Barnoldswick. There are five reservoirs. the
largest being Winterburn. From the summit
pound water flow is governed by the use of
the locks, moving it east towards Leeds and
west towards Liverpool.

Overview

The East Lancashire section of the canal is divided into three
stretches to assess the water quality under the Environment
Agency's (EA) General Quality Assessment - chemistry
scheme (GQA) These classified stretches are shown in
Table 1

Canal Johnsons | Rishton - Blakey Hall -
Stretch Hillock - Blakey Greenberfield
Rishton Hall Lock
km 27 .4 291 89
BW stretch LL4 LL5 LL6
code
Long term RE3 RE3 RE3
RQO
1990 | C C -
1995 | C C D
1996 | C C D
GQA 1997 | C o] C
1998 | C C D
1999 | C C D
2000 | C C E

(RQO - River Quality Objective )

Table 1: River Quality Objectives and GQA classifications for
the eastern section of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal

River Quality Objective (RQO)

The Environment Agency is required to establish River Quality
Objectives (RQO) for qualifying rivers based on their use.
These objectives provide a commonly agreed planning
framework for regulatory bodies and dischargers and are
based on recognised uses to which a waterway may be put
Currently only the River Ecosystem (RE) classification has

been set, which addresses the chemical quality requirements.
but parameters for special ecosystems, abstractions and
water sports could be developed The three stretches in the
east Lancashire section of the Leeds & Liverpool canal have
been set an objective of RE3 - water of fair quality, suitable for
high class fish populations in 2000 the stretches from
Johnsons Hillock to Blakey Hall both complied with the RE3
objective The summit pound, Blakey Hall to Greenberfield
Lock, was significantly non compliant with the RE3 objective in
2000, largely as a result of low dissolved oxygen levels

In addition to the RQQ there is a General Quality Assessment
(GQA) scheme This assessment currently comprises three
components, general chemistry, nutrients and biclogy, with an
aesthetic component still being developed Waterway
stretches are routinely sampled and the resuits of the analysis
are collated each year and added to the previous two years’
data to produce a classification. This gives a snapshot of the
water quality for that period. The GQA is measured against
three parameters, Ammonia, Biochemical Oxygen Demand
(BOD) and Dissolved Oxygen The classifications range from
A to F. with A being "very good” quality and F being “"bad”
quality The data that is produced can be used to monitor
improving or deteriorating quality and to assess compliance
with RQOs

The two canal stretches between Johnsons Hillock to Blakey
Hall are classified GQA grade C which is “fairly good” quality
The summit pound (Blakey Hall to Greenberfield Locks) is
classified GQA grade E, "poor quality” and results from low
dissolved oxygen leveis, The water in this pound is supplied
from the Winterburn reservoir and the Foulridge group of
reservoirs as well as stream and land drainage water it is
possible that the water from these sources is naturally low in
oxygen and, due to the slow flowing nature of the canal, there
is little opportunity for reoxygenation It is more likely that the
cause of the low oxygen levels is the presence of algae in the
canal during the summer

EU Designations

The East Lancashire section of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal is
not designated under any European directives
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“The Mainstream”

Establishing what is termed a canal culture is the second of
the three ways of thinking behind this Strategy.

There is no absolute definition of culture. It touches the lives
of the young and old, multicultural and faith communities and
those living in towns, villages and rural areas. Central
Government guidance emphasises that culture can enrich
society and maintains that the benefits of sustainable growth
in East Lancashire’s culture and local economy should be
available to all who live and work in or visit the area.

The canal is already a strong and positive cultural asset. It
provides a continuous physical feature across the study area
connecting people and places. This combination holds further
potential to support regeneration; grow tourism; stimulate
inward investment; enhance the image of the area; raise
people’s aspirations and bridge social divides.

The concept of canal cuiture must be made to work alongside
this strategy’'s other ways of thinking. the park principle and
canal integrity to secure the widest benefits for all from these
opportunities. Getting the idea of canal culture into everyone's
way of thinking is the first step. Using canal culture in the
mainstream vocabulary of decision-making is the next.

But, culture is complex. Itembodies tradition, experience, legend,
landscape , language and those qualities that add colour to our
lives and communities whilst giving us a sense of belonging to
a place and time. Embarking on this path towards a lasting
canal culture as part of East Lancashire's future will be a
challenging journey. The inclusive definition of culture adopted
by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport gives an
appreciation of how wide-reaching these chalienges and
potential benefits could be since; “....culture embraces the
arts, sports, libraries, museums, heritage, archaeology,
archives, architecture, crafts, reading, parks, tourism and
countryside recreation.”

This strategy considers that the canal has the potential to
connect with the cultural sector of East Lancashire in different
locations and in many different ways. The cultural sector can
make a vital contribution to all aspects of East Lancashire life
which, allied closely to the future vision for the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal will help deliver the many different aspects of

this Strategy. The concept of canal culture filters through all of
the themes and actions in this strategy How can the idea of
canal culture become part of the mainstream thinking?

“Cascading the Culture”

In many ways, culture in its widest sense is already
acknowledged as being central to the regeneration process
of East Lancashire. "Culture is already a serious business in
the Northwest" wrote Felicity Goodey, chair of the North West
Cultural Consortium in the Cultural Strategy for England’s
Northwest. This notion of culture being a business that
generates income as well as improving peoples "quality of life”
is a key concept in this Strategy What is missing currently is
a holistic approach to culture along the Leeds & Liverpoo!
Canal.

(A sense of balance is needed to ensure that the compeling
pressures on cultural resources do not end up compromising
those qualities that make them distinctive in the first place -
such as heritage and wildlife resources. Guiding and
controlling this will be discussed under the third way of thinking
- Canal Integrity.)

The canal is such a strong asset and symbol that this strategy
consistently promotes the need to recognise this idea of the
‘bigger pictura". It is significant to this study and the 1dea of
establishing a canal culture that the City of Liverpool, marking
the western terminus of the Leeds & Liverpool Canal, is
currently bidding to become European Capital of Culture, 2008.
Similarly, in the east Leeds City Councll are preparing a Cultural
Strategy for the city under the title "Growing People ~ Growing
Creativity”. In between these two "poles” Pendle Borough
Council already have a cultural strategy and Blackburn with
Darwen and Burnley local authorities are in the process of
developing similar strategies. Hyndburn has a leisure strategy.
Lancashire County Council has recently issued an initial position
paper in advance of the Cultural Strategy for the County.

In Liverpooi the Liverpool Culture Company has recently asked
people what they see are the top ten cultural qualities that
identify their city. The findings apply equally to the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal and this Strategy. They also hold the potential
to extend throughout the length of the canal corridor. The
people of Liverpool included; themselves, the arts, heritage,
crealivity, city-life, music, l2arning and sports as cultural building
blocks

Cascading such ideas, approaches, community involvement
and projects that originate in both cities outwards along the
canal in a co-ordinated way will be ong way of establishing a
canal cuiture. Similarly, it is intended that canal focussed cultural
initiatives will begin life in East Lancashire and along the canal.
Co-ordinated and delivered successfully canal culture could
influence and become integral to the cultural strategies of the
two cities where the canal terminates. Engaging and inspiring
communities along the way using the canal as a unifying feature
will ensure an inclusive but “home-grown”" and sustained
cultural strategy.

A fundamental recommendation is to begin to build on the idea
of the canal as a cultural corridor connecting Leeds and
Liverpool. This would not be restricted geographically to the
immediate canal corridor but would extend and reach out into
the surrounding towns, villages and rural areas. Neither would
the cultural quality and excellence of the corridor be limited to
the few. This would be accessible by everyone in East
Lancashire. The potential of this underused, continuous,
cultural route is considerable. Being able to move by water, by
faot or by bike along what could be viewed as a cultural route
re-invented for the twenty first century, straight from home (or
one of this Strategy's identified "hubs” - see Park Principle)
offers many exciting opportunities.

Whilst the cities of Leeds and Liverpool are currently important
cultural destinations it is intended through this approach the
cultural profile of the East Lancashire corridor is raised to
become a "destination” equal to that of the two cities. In the
short term certain “hubs” may become key attractions but the
idea behind canal cuiture is to encourage movement between
“hubs” and outlying attractions opening up access to a
hierarchy of recreational opportunities. The important aspect
here is choice through information and opportunity. Central to
the idea is that information will be provided to encourage visits
or movement to other places and destinations using the canal
corridor.

Canal culture is not intended to be merely a cultural tourism
initiative but one that features in local people’s daily lives. This
will only be achieved through partnership, working across
cultural policy makers and deliverers and stimulating cultural
development throughout the canal. This need not be in
competition with other destinations but in parallel.
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To measure the success of the social, economic and
environmental benefits, investment in the cultural sector,
attendance at events and achievement of specific outputs
and benefits it is suggested that a benchmarking scheme is
initiated. Findings from this will help track trends over time and
allow informed decision making. In this way, particularly for
the cultural tourism sector, the appeal and performance of
different destinations and attractions can be measured and
compared. This could be informed by the wider objective of
developing and applying indicators in accordance with PPG12
to measure the success of work undertaken in contributing to
sustainable development.

Balanced Decision Making

This last point emphasises why there is the need for balanced
decision making throughout the canal corridor. There is
significant potential for development along the corridor in both
regenerative and cultural terms. Balanced decision making
will help reinforce the identity of the canal corridor and ensure
that interventions occur in the most appropriate location rather
than be dictated by administrative or funding boundaries.
Equally, imaginative, contemporary cultural projects can if
handled successfully be promoted alongside the conservation
of heritage and the environment.

Marketing, Education and Awareness

To support this strategy and the concept of canal culture the
benefits of culture and creative innovation to businesses and
visitors alike should be promoted. This should be delivered in
a comprehensive and co-ordinated way It will need to target
different audiences ranging from schools and businesses to
tourists and the local community

The strength of the canal and its environs offer a strong well
defined, cultural asset on which to base learning opportunities.
This study identifies a range of subject areas relevant to the
National Curriculum but also ones that inform learning about
North West and East Lancashire culture. Such learning
opportunities focussed on the canal could dovetail with
complementary programmes to raise awareness of quality of
life and framework for sustainability. On the Regent’s Canal in
London an Education Pack for the canal and community has
recently been produced. A similar project for the Leeds &
Liverpool Canal could be pursued, in conjunction with local

education authorities and where education and learning should
be responsive to culture and respects diverse cultural needs.

The benchmarking scheme would help target awareness of
cultural benefits to businesses, investors and decision- makers.

Thinking Outside the Box

The notion of canal culture should not be limited to the traditional
perception of the canal as historic, leisure routes The
recommendations in this strategy identify many mutually
supportive initiatives far wider than the canal itself. To generate
the critical mass mentioned earlier, culture needs to be dynamic
embracing spor, heritage, libraries, education, heaith as well
as the arts. There is also the business cultural economy. The
hubs and gateways described in the Park Principle could form
the basis of business clusters supporting and being allied to
canal culture. Conversely, existing clusters of businesses
could become cultural quarters.

Cultural heritage could also be more dynamic. The North West
Cultural Consortium supports this view. This Strategy promotes
the creation of tomorrow's heritage and a new culture. The
mixing of old and new, the sensitive introduction of new
materials, new ways of living and new technologies should all
be pricrities. New technology also has an important role to
play in thinking much more widely about canal culture,
information and access. Since this study extends over such
a wide area, many of the projects in this Action Plan and the
basis of fostering a canal culture should exploit the potential
offered by information technology.

Unique and the Commonplace

Canal culture should embrace what is distinctive and particular
to the Leeds & Liverpoo! Canal as well as the commonplace.
Together these define local distinctiveness, more honestly
reprasent local culture and help define a sense of place.

Image

Central to regeneration, conservation and developing the canal
and its setting as a cultural asset is image Image impacts on
local pride, social well being in addition to giving out the right
message to potential investors and visitors new to the area. it
embraces all aspects of the environment but also the real and

perceived quality of life. High design standards in the built and
natural environment are essential. The North West Cultural
Consortium are promoting the idea of “per cent for culture”
which would secure money to assist in establishing canal
culture as part of an overall image change.

Signage is an important aspect of image and culture. An
important issue here is consistency throughout the length of
the canal corridor with one style, one brand.

Destination creation is also intimately linked with canal culture
and, in turn, image. The selected case studies explore the
concept of making places, challenging perceptions and
redefining boundaries. Part of guiding image through cultural
change will be to extend the actual range of opportunities and
to build on existing strengths.

A Unique Selling Proposition

ldentifying the essence of the canal corridor helps identify
where the Leeds & Liverpool Canal can be marketed uniquely
in companson to other destinations. Getting across the complex
nature of culture in a straightforward way will help to identify
and secure financial investment and target potential investors.
The notion of creating a unique selling proposition for canal
culture is also implicit in the two other “ways of thinking”.

Mainstream Versus Alternative Culture

Any future Cultural Strategy for the canal should embrace
alternative cultures as well as those that are perceived to be
mainstream. This is central to the issue of social inclusion and
cultural benefits for all. For example Leeds City Council are
currently running a project titled “Disability Culture” which looks
at ways people with disabilities are left out of mainstream
culture. Their findings and those of similar awareness groups
should be applied to any future cultural strategy. The idea of
alternative culture also extends to faith and ethnic groups. It
will also be important to involve the voluntary and amateur
sectors in establishing a canal culiture.
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Theme 1: Living Environments

RUS

Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
BIODIVERSITY Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Strategic Actions B[P |In| E
Waterway Biodiversity Produce Waterway Biodiversity Action Plan by 2005 in line with British Waterways’ | BW; LWT; EN ®
Action Plan corporate targets.
Waterway Management Plan [ Undertake a review of current maintenance and management practices on waterway | BW ®
banks, towpath verges and hedgerows. Produce a Waterway Management Plan to
guide general works programme and encourage biodiversity enhancement.
Waterway Conservation Develop Leeds & Liverpool Canal Waterway Conservation Volunteer Programme in BTCV; LWT; BW ® ®
Volunteer Programme partnership with BTCV and LWT.
Woodland Creation Strategy | Develop partnership with Elwood, Newlands and Remade programmes to ensure Elwood; EA; RVIs; ®
potential woodland creation sites are incorporated into access from the canal BW; ELP; FC; NWDA;
towpath. LAs; LCC;
Landowners
River Valley Networks Strengthen links with Mersey Basin Campaign, RVls and Environment Agency to MBC; RVIs; BW; EA ®
enhance linkages between canal and other watercourses.
Site Specific/Detailed Actions
Watervole Survey Undertake water vole survey of Leeds & Liverpool Canal over five year period in LWT; BW; EN o
partnership with Lancashire Wildlife Trust.
invasive Plant Species Establish partnership and programme for eradication of invasive plant species BW; EN; Canalside o
including Giant Hogweed and Himalayan Balsam along study length Landowners
Bankside Protection/ Develop partnership working with canalside landowners to fence canal offside to BW; Canalside ®
Enhancement Measure One | avoid poaching and erosion of canal banks by stock at the following suggested Landowners
locations between canal bridges and carry out reinstatement works:
e 104C and 107 (Whitebirk to Norden)
e 115A and 119 (Clayton-le-Moors to Hapton)
e 143Ato 151 (Barrowford to Salterforth)
Bankside Protection/ Explore opportunity of installation of solar powered water troughs at trial locations in | BW; Renewables S ®
Enhancement Measure Two | partnership with canalside landowners to be installed between bridges: Northwest/NWDA,
« 104C and 107 (Whitebirk to Norden) Ear':g:)s'de
a ners
¢ 115A and 119 (Clayton-le-Moors to Hapton) W
o 143Ato 151 (Barrowford to Salterforth)

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P]People and Communities; [In] investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment




Action Plan

Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
BIODIVERSITY Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Site Specific/Detailed Actions continued B (P |(im |E
Bankside Protection/ Undertake bank stabilisation and reconstruction using bioengineering techniques, BW ®
Enhancement Measure marginal planting, seeding using local provenance. Five tnal sections between

Three bridges:

¢ 93 and 93B (amendment to current British Waterways work programme
suggested to incorporate trial section)

e 104C and 106 (east of Blackburn)

e 108 and 110 (Rishton to Church)

e 114C and 125 (east of Clayton-le-Moors to West Rosegrove)
o 141D and 142 (Barrowford area)

| Reed Bed Establishment Explore the potential to create new and enlarge existing offline reed beds to meet BW; LAs; LCC; EN ®
Lancashire BAP targets in appropriate locations:
Hedgerow Management Undertake a survey to determine species diversity of existing canalside hedgerows BW; LWT; LCC ®

within study area.

In appropriate locations restock and replace with appropriate native species of local
provenance.

Undertake hedgerow management technique guidelines highlighted in Waterway
Management Plan (see Strategic Actions). Priority areas include:

o Blackburn, Cherry Tree area.

Canalside boundary walls Undertake a survey to assess condition of canalside boundary walls within study BW; ®
area and undertake programme of repair works

Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
WASTE MANAGEMENT Partners/Funders Strategy Themes
Strategic Actions B|P|In|E
Waste by Water Support the development of a ‘Waste by Water’ initiative in Blackburn area BW; LA; NWDA; ® ®
Elwood; Remade

Dredging, Debris Removal | Provide a purpose-built litter collection and debris removal and recycling vessel as BW; EA; Las; EnCams e o
and Litter Clearance part of wider canal corridor clean up campaign with local communities.

Implement debris and litter management scheme to use vessel effectively

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [in] Investing in Infrastructure; [E ] Investing in Image and Environment
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Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
THema. |ARTS AND CULTURE Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
S
Strategic Actions B|P |iInlE
Leeds and Liverpool Canal Undertake Leeds & Liverpool Cultural Strategy Mid Pennine Arts; °
Cultural Strategy BW; East Lancs Arts
Network; LCC
" | Trans-Pennine Route of Appoint interpretation/marketing consultant to explore feasibility of a Trans-Pennine | BW; Consultant; ° °
{ Industrial Culture Route of Industrial Culture NWDA,; LCC; LAs
Hubs/Gateway sites Develop hubs/gateway sites along canal corridor as destination points. Suggested BW;
locations:
e Foulridge Wharf
e Yarnspinners Wharf
o Weavers Triangle
e Enfield Wharf
e Blackburn canalside near Town Centre
(see also Theme 4 Recreation and Destination)
Public Art Monument Creation of landmark artwork at East Lancashire gateway location ELP; BW; NWDA; ®
East Lancs Arts
Network; Arts Council
‘Waymarks’ Initiative Develop ‘Waymarks’ initiative to reinforce canal's identity and heritage value BW; EH; East Lancs ® ®
Arts Network;
I. ‘Positive Connections’ Creation of ‘Positive Connections’ initiative linked to orientation and signage BW; LCC Highways; L
| Initiative strategy (see Theme 4 Recreation and Destination). Suggested signature artworks East Lancs Arts
at the following locations: Network;
e Q1AA Brimmicroft Bridge
e 114AA Enfield Green Bridge
e 124 Molly Wood Bridge
e 124B Halstead Bridge
| e 127C Gannow Green South Bridge
e 129 Whittlefield Bridge
! o 143 Barrowford Road Bridge
Waterway Cultural Centre Carry out feasibility study and market research to assess demand for facility and NWDA; BW; EH; ® | o
suitable location Private Sector;
Consultant
{ Waterway Festival Partnership working with Mid Pennine Arts and others to create annual/biannual BW; Mid Pennine ® ®
canal based festival through East (and West) Lancashire Arts;
Waterborne Artists In Introduce waterborne Artists in Residence programme BW; Mid Pennine ®
E Residence Arts;

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [in] investing in Infrastructure; [E]Investing in Image and Environment




Action Plan

Theme 2: Canal Prosperity

Undertake conservation area appraisal
o Hargreaves Warehouse and Commercial Hotel, Church:

Undertake conservation statement to provide an overview and increase
understanding of the significance of the buiiding

Undertake Heritage Impact Assessment to identify impact of any development
proposals on the special interest of the building and its surrounds and propose
mitigation

o Enfield Wharf, Clayton le Moors:

Undertake conservation statement to provide overview and increase understanding
of the site and identify conservation opportunities and constraints (refer to case
study)

Undertake heritage impact assessment to identify impact of development proposals
and propose mitigation measures where necessary

» Strategic Employment Site, Hyndburn/Blackburn boundary

Private Sector;
Heritage Trust for the
North West

Delivery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme DEVELOPMENT SITES Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref
106 Site Specific/Detailed Actions B|(P|In|E
Canalside Development Development at the following locations. Sites of heritage interest offering significant
Opportunities development potential.
Pendle e Lob Lane Mill, Brierfield EH; NWDA; BW; ® ®
e Whitefield Area, Nelson Pri\(ate Sector;
« Yarnspinners Wharf, Nelson nz:'tt:%/g Z{ust for the
« Foulridge Whart, Foulridge: €
Undertake heritage impact assessment to establish impact of any proposals on
‘ historic buildings and landscape of site at Foulridge (also refer to case study)
Burniey o Weavers Triangle: EH; NWDA; LA; BW,; L] ®
Undertake a Conservation Plan for the area Private Sector;
) Heritage Trust for the
« Finsley Gate North West
e Bankhall:
Undertake heritage impact assessment to establish impact of proposals on
archaeology of the basin at Bankhall and its surrounding landscape
(also refer to case studies)
Hyndburn o Church, generally: EH; NWDA; LA; BW; e o o |0

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: rB-l Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; ITn] Investing in Infrastructure; fE] Investing in image and Environment




Leeds & Liverpool Canal
East Lancashire Corridor Study

Bridge 132 to 1410 - boundary improvements to canalside incorporating new
development, towpath resurfacing and lighting.

Bridge 141D to 142 - bank stabilisation using bioengineering techniques.

Bridge 143 to Foulridge Tunnel (southern entrance) — lockside enhancement.
Bankside protection.

Foulridge Tunnel (northern entrance) to Bridge 151 - bank stabilisation and
fencing where required.

Bridge 152 to 154A - boundary improvements to canalside businesses on
towpath side. Dry stone walling repairs. Towpath resurfacing. Lighting at access
points,

landowner; NWDA

Dealivery |Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme DEVELOPMENT SITES Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Rel
Site Specific/Detailed Actions continued B|(P |in]| E
Blackburn ¢ Feniscowles EH; NWDA; LA; BW; o e | o o
: * Sto.ckclmngh fi';:iét.;eges EaI'CrLc;r't for the
o Albion Mill North West
e Mill Hill Flats
e Warwick and Bailey
o Crosshill Mill
e Henry Boot
e Higher Audley
e Prospect Mill
e Manner Sutton Street
e (orse Street Mill
o Imperial Mill
¢ Whitebirk Canalside
Dellsery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
THema ENVIRONMENTAL Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Rel | IMPROVEMENTS
Site Specific/Detailed Actions B|P|In
Pendle  Bridge 135 to 136 - towpath resurfacing BW; LAs; canalside

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P]People and Communities; [in] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment




Action Plan

Delivery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme ENVIRONMENTAL Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref | IMPROVEMENTS

Site Specific/Detailed Actions continued

B|(P|In|E

Undertake improvements at the foliowing locations:

Blackburn

Bridge 90 to 91A - offside canal bank stabilisation and fencing where required.
Bridge 93 to 93B - bank stabilisation and boundary improvements.
Bridge 96A — improvements to fishing platforms to incorporate disabled access

Bridge 99 to bridge 101- boundary improvements. Graffiti removal. Lockside
enhancement in association with canalside development sites.

Bridge 103AA to 103A — boundary improvements. Repairs to canal wash walls,
Bridge 104A to 104B - offside boundary improvements to canalside business
Bridge 104B to 104C - bank stabilisation.

BW; LAs; canalside
landowner; NWDA

Hyndburn

Bridge 104C to 106 - towpath improvements including resurfacing, boundary
improvements, bank stabilisation.

Bridge 108 to 108A - boundary improvements to canalside businesses.
Bridge 108 to 110 - bank stabilisation and reconstruction.

Bridge 110 to 113 ~ improve access to towpath. Offside and towpath boundary
improvements, dry stone wall repairs, lighting.

Bridge 116 - reinstate swing bridge using traditional building techniques.
Bridge 121 — boundary improvements to canalside businesses.

BW:; LAs; canalside
landowner; NWDA

Burnley

Bridge 126 to 127B - boundary improvements in association with canalside
redevelopment, towpath resurfacing. Pedestrian access to avoid Gannow Tunnel
entrance. Improvements to include new signage, surfacing, lighting.

Bridge 128 to 129A - towpath resurfacing to meet Gannow Tunnel entrance
Bridge 103E to 130H - access improvements to Burnley Mile.

Bridge 131 to 132A - offside boundary enhancement. Towpath resurfacing.
Litter and graffiti removal.

BW; LAs; canalside
landowner; NWDA

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [in] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment




Leeds & Liverpool Canal
East Lancashire Corridor Study

Theme 3: Canalside Communities

Dellvery. | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Priority Status Link to NWDA
COMMUNITY INITIATIVES Partners/Funders High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Eaga}!ef
* 1e9-0 | Site Specific/Detailed Actions B|P|In|E
Floating Classroom Provide a floating classroom/canal education base for school and adult use. BW; LAs; Private °
Sector;

Water Wardens Introduce Water Wardens to the East Lancashire stretch of the Leeds & Liverpool BW; Probation

Canal, in partnership with the probation service. Service, LAs °
Water Watch Campaign Step up partnership with Mersey Basin Campaign and other partners to further EnCams; EA; MBC;

develop Water Watch Campaign to reduce litter and debris. BW °
Water Mark Award Step up partnership with Mersey Basin Campaign to deliver Water Mark Award BW; EA; MBC; Private

Scheme Sector ® ®
Canal Treasure Chest Develop educational and awareness raising resource for schools and community LAs; BW; LSPs

groups. b
Adopt a Length of Canal Initiate scheme to encourage canalside businesses to adopt lengths of canal to Private Sector; BW

assist with environmental enhancement. ®

I} Canalside Activities Initiate canalside activities programme for all local authority areas targeted at LAs; BW; Police
Programme deprived canalside wards. °
Floating Clean-up Boat Refer to more detailed action listed under Theme 1 Living Environments BW; LAs; EA; Private ol e
Sector

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and |deas; rP] People and Communities; I__In] Investing in Infrastructure; [E| Investing in Image and Environment







Leeds & Liverpool Canal
East Lancashire Corridor Study

Delivery
Theme
Page Ref

Core Activity :
BOATING FACILITIES

Action Description/Recommendations

Potential Partners

Priority Status
High/Medium/Low

Link to NWDA
Strategy Themes

Site Specific/Detailed Actions continued

B |P|In]|E

Trip Boat Routes(TB)/Water
Bus Facility (WB)

Undertake feasibility study for trip boat/water bus at:
Length 1:
o Riley Green to Blackburn Locks (TB)

e Football Trip Boat, Blackburn Terminus Albion Mill (potential development site).
Link to Ewood Park on match days (TB)

Length 2:

o Blackburn Town Centre to Hyndburn canal towns — Terminus Enfield Wharf
(incorporates stop at Whitebirk/Lantern Park). (TB/WB)

e Canal Towns Discovery Route Enfield Wharf to Aspen. (TB)

Length 3:

e Church to Hapton (potential canalside focus or event linked to Regional Park)
(TB)

Length 4:

e Burnley Town Centre Tour Weavers Triangle - Finsley Gate - Thompson Park
Terminus Bank Hall. (TB/WB)

e Football Trip Boat Pub link to Burnley FC at Turf Moor. (TB)

Length 5:

e Burnley Nelson link from Bank Hall to Yarnspinners Wharf. (TB/WB)

Length 6:

o Pendle "Water Walks" and canal cruise link. Incorporating walk along Pendle

Water. Barden Mill, Lok Lane Mill (subject to redevelopment) Yarn Spinners.
Terminus Barrowford Locks. {TB)

Length 7:

e Foulridge to Barrowford incorporating boat trip through Foulridge Tunnel and
return walk

ELP; BFC; BW;
Private Sector; LA

Boat Hire

Undertake feasibility study for boat hire and progress as appropriate

* Bankhall disused canal arm, Burnley, Enfield Wharf - Clayton-le-Moors (as part of
redevelopment)

¢ Greenberfield to Barrowford Locks with base at Foulridge

« Chorley to Blackburn with base at Riley Green

BW; Private Sector

Timeshare Boats

Explore the potential and market for timeshare boats on the Leeds & Liverpool
Canal.

BW; Private Sector

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P]People and Communities; [In] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment
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Delivery |Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme TRAILS AND ROUTES High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref
112 Strategic Actions B|P|[In]|E
Access Strategy In partnership with local authority access officers, develop access strategy for Leeds | BW,; LAs L ®
& Liverpool Canal.
Access Audit Undertake access audits along the study length to establish the potential for BW; Fieldfare Trust; ®
disabled access and carry out improvement schemes wherever possible. Priority at |LAs
existing honeypot locations of:
e Greenberfield
e Foulridge
¢ Local and regional trail/canal crossing points
* Boatyards, marinas, moorings
e Businesses promoting canalside access
e Reservoirs where access is promoted
Trans-Pennine Canal Trail e Employ marketing/tourism consultant to explore potential for promotion and BW; LAs; ® ®
branding of canal as a Trans-Pennine long distance leisure route. Consultancy
112 Site Specific/Detailed Actions
Access Initiative 1: “Water Develop “Water Walks"” Initiative linking the canal to other watercourses and existing | RVis; BW; EA; LAs; ®
Walks” trails in Ribble and Calder Valleys and to Pennine Moorlands. ELP
Access Initiative 2: “Ride Explore feasibility of cycling/trip boat initiative Sustrans; BW; LAs ® @
and Glide”
Access Initiative 3: “Stride | Develop Stride and Glide health walk initiative utilising the canal towpath linked to Primary Care Trusts; ®
and Glide” potential water bus/trip boat locations. (Refer to trip boat/water bus actions for LAs; BW; Private
suggested locations.) Sector; LSPs
Access Initiative 4: “Off the | Develop initiative promoting enhanced access for walking and cycling from/to BW; LAs; Railtrack e (o
Rails"” rallway stations to the canal incorporating walking/cycling routes in Blackburn,
Hapton, Burniey and Brierfield
Clayton Fields Trail, Rework existing trail incorporating new signage, interpretative material and towpath |Prospects; ®
Hyndburn and other footpath improvements. Groundwork; BW; LA
New/Improved Routes Enhance towpath between Private Sector; LAs ® |e
= Blackburn/Hyndburn boundary and Clayton-le-Moors with links to Whitebirk and | BW; Section 106
Lantern Park. Agreements;
» Clayton-le-Moors and Hapton - explore potential for cycle route. Groundwork;
» New linkage from towpath between canal bridges 93B and 94 to Witton Country | Sustrans
Park via disused railway line
“Four Lakes Trail” Introduce the "Four Lakes Trail” proposed countryside access network to promote BW; LA; ELP ®
enhanced access to the four reservoirs of Slipper Hill, Lower Foulridge, Upper
Foulridge and Whitemoor

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [in] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] investing in image and Environment




Leeds & Liverpool Canal
East Lancashire Corridor Study

Delivery |Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme SIGNAGE AND High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref |INTERPRETATION
113 Strategic Actions B|P|In|E
Signage/Strategy and Develop a co-ordinated signage strategy for Leeds & Liverpool Canal to rationalise BW ®
Interpretation signage.
Types of signage provision to include:
e |nterpretative
e Directional/orientation
¢ Informative
114 Site Specific/Detailed Actions
Cycle Trail Signage Carry out installation of informative and directional signage at National Cycle Sustrans; BW; LAs; ® ®
Network Route 6 canal crossing points: LCC
e 103 Cicely Bridge
e 103B Paradise Bridge
e 107 Cut Bridge
o 108 Tottleworth Bridge
¢ 109 New Barn Bridge
o 112 Church Kirk Bridge
Carry out installation of informative and directional signage at National Cycle Sustrans; BW,; LAs;
Network Route 68 canal crossing points. (Route to be confirmed and verified with LCC
British Waterways.)
Waterways Trust e Develop “virtual” improved on-site interpretation between Greenberfield and BW; WT; LA ®
Interpretation Initiative Barnoldswick as part of Waterways Trust initiative and in line with signage
strategy (see strategic actions).

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; ﬁn] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment
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Delivery
Theme
Page Ref

Core Activity: SIGNAGE
AND INTERPRETATION

Action Description/Recommendations

Potential Partners

Priority/Timescale

Link to NWDA
Strategy Themes

Site Specific/Detailed Actions continued

B|P|In|E

Signage of Local Routes and
Trails

Carry out improvements/installation of signage where the canal links to local routes
and trails at the following bridges:

o Witton Weavers Trail:
- 93 Stanworth Bridge
- 94 Livesey Hall Bridge
e Burnley Way:
- 119 Shuttleworth Hall Bridge
- 129 Whittlefield Bridge
- Aqueduct at Bankhall, Burnley
o Bronte Way:
- Agueduct at Bankhall, Burniey
- 135 Oliver Ings Bridge
¢ Pendle Way:
- 136 Hawks House Bridge
- 152 Cockshott Bridge
- 158 Greenberfield Changeline Bridge
¢ Hyndburn Canal Clog:
- 107A Norden Bridge
- 119 Shuttleworth Hall Bridge
e Clayton Fields Trail:
- 108 Tottleworth Bridge
- 112 Church Kirk Changeline Bridge

BW; LAs

Tunnel Signage

Carry out installation of signage to indicate clear route for towpath users at each end
of tunnel at:

¢ Gannow Tunnel, Rosegrove — as part of access improvements
o Foulridge Tunnel — signage at wharf buildings

BW; LAs; Mid
Pennine Arts

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B] Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [In] investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment




Leeds & Liverpool Canal
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Delivery |Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme ANGLING High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref
115 Strategic Actions B|{P |In|E
Agqua Chalet Development Carry out feasibility study and market research to assess the demand for facility and | BW; ELP; EA; Private °® L
suitable location. Sector; Consultant
Leeds & Liverpool Canal Carry out feasibility study and market research to assess the demand for facility and | BW; ELP; EA; Private e ®
Angling Centre suitable location Sector; Consultant
“Get Hooked on Fishing” Develop “Get Hooked on Fishing” initiative to encourage youth angling in deprived BW;EA o ®
Initiative areas.
Resolving Canal User Develop partnership working to avoid canal user conflict. Sustrans, BW; LAs; ® ®
Conflicts LCC; Angling
Site Specific/Detailed Actions
Angling Platforms Introduce angling platforms adapted for disabled and children at following S/M (9] ®
suggested locations:
e Blackburn proposed urban park between station and canal
e Church
e Rishton area
e Rishton, Lower and Upper Foulridge, and Winterburn reservoirs, including
enhanced facilities
Enhance facilities for fishing at:
o Barrowford Reservoir
Delivery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority/Timescale |Link to NWDA
Theme WATERSPORTS Strategy Themes
Page Ref
115 Strategic Actions B|P|(In]E

Recreational Water Quality
Reports

Undertake recreational water quality reports at areas of existing, proposed
watersport activity.

BW; EA

Site Specific/Detailed Actions

Watersports Activities

o Develop increased watersport activity at:
e Bankhall, Burnley (as part of site redevelopment)
e Foulridge (as part of redevelopment of semi-derelict buildings)

» Blackburn — partnership working with Blackburn BC and British Waterways to
encourage watersports activity on canal in Blackburn area.

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: [B| Business and Ideas; [P] People and Communities; [In] Investing in Infrastructure; [E] Investing in Image and Environment
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Delivery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority/Timescale |Link to NWDA
Theme CYCLING Strategy Themes
Page Ref
115 Strategic Actions B |P|In]|E
Cycle Strategy Undertake cycle strategy in partnership with LCC. BW; LCC ® o
Site Specific/Detailed Actions B|P|in|E
Bike Hire/Cycle Shops Encourage partnership working with cycle hire and bike shops to issue British Private Sector; BW, e o o
Waterways’ cycle licences and promote licence usage. Sustrans
Towpath Cycle Signage Install informative cycle signage at towpath/trait intersections. BW; LCC; LAs; LA
Sustrans
National Cycle Network Review and verify sustainability of proposed National Cycle Routes 6 and 68 where | BW; LCC; LAs; ® e
towpath usage is proposed. Sustrans
Delivery | Core Activity: Action Description/Recommendations Potential Partners Priority Status Link to NWDA
Theme FESTIVALS AND EVENTS High/Medium/Low |Strategy Themes
Page Ref
1186 Strategic Actions B|P|In|E
Adventure Race Develop adventure race for the Leeds & Liverpool Canal in partnership with others. BW,; LAs; Elwood L
Canal Festival Develop annual/biannual canalside event within East Lancashire to promote the BW; Canal Society; ®
canal. LAs; Mid Pennine
Arts
Site Specific/Detailed Actions
Activities at Hubs/Gateway | Develop activity at following suggested hub/gateway locations: BW; e

Sites

* Foulridge Wharf

e Yarn Spinners Wharf

e Weavers Triangle

¢ Enfield Whart

¢ Blackburn Canalside near Town Centre

Key to NWDA Strategy themes: rBI Business and ldeas; [P] People and Communities; ﬁn] Investing in Infrastructure; fE] Investing in Image and Environment
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Park Creation Opportunities (Regional Park/Canal Link)

This whole area is an important urban edge gateway to the wider countryside
setting west of Blackburn  Witton Country Park is an established
recreation focus within easy reach of Blackburn town centre via train/
bus/car The Leeds & Liverpaol Canal in turn provides a direct link from
suburban Blackburn that quickly becomes rural and tranquil towards
Riley Green. The remediation of landfill siles at Feniscowles provides
a recognised development opportunity for recrealion and leisure
(Blackburn BC) which could have a positive canal focus and could help
generate a wider park framework around the canal corridor Established
allractions such as Hoghton Tower provide for a wider visilor base that
could ulilise the canal corridar as part of an overall day-visit experience

IFeniscowIes & Darwen Valley

Key Canal Hubs and Park Gateways

Cherry Tree & Feniscliffe I.—

Here the canal runs at its closest to Witton Couniry Park and much
more should be made of the potential for linking the park and waterway
more effectively. The local railway station provides immediate access
for both the canal and the park. To fuel the wider regional park strategy,
Willon Park ilself should be betler accessed from the station as a
secondary park galeway point, making more use of Pleasinglon Playing
Fields. the River Darwen and the Wilton Weavers Way as local links to
the core park area The Witton Weavers Way could ideally divert to
include the canal junction point at Cherry Tree Bridge, also linking with
the siation and a better-defined access to the park

| Riley Green

A “rural hub" and informal canal park gateway is idenlified at Riley
Green Bridge (91A), with a public house focusing on the canal and
nearby boat moorings at Finnington Bridge (91B) The bridging point is
also a key route between the motorway and Hoghton Tower, which
raises the profile of the canal gateway to passing traffic

Feniscowles

SlockClough landfill site provides a potential for new recreation and
leisure adjacent to lhe canal This could form an urban edge park
gateway for the canal between its urban and rural lengths and provide a
focus for recreation in and around the Darwen Valley and Witlon Weavers
Way A new bridge link may provide more connectivity should facilities
develop

IELdI

w
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®

®0
ox M)
e~
wo

Map Key:

Key development sites (BL=Blackburn H=Hyndburn
BU=Burniey P=Penille)

BL1 Feniscowles

BL2 Stockclough

Greenbelt

Public Open Space near canal (refer to Local Plans)
Darwan ‘valiey

River valley network surraunding canal carnder and  potantial
for access/wildlife Initialives al river canal crossing painis
(refer to "Way of Thinking-Canal Park” & Theme 1 Living
Environments- Woodland Creation Siralegy)

Wildlife Sites

Ancient Woodland

Woodland creation sites identified by the National Urban
Forestry Unit (M65/A56 Corridor Study)

Suggested urban fringe woodland creation zones linked with
canal carridor (refer to “Way of Thinking- Canal park)

Canal/molorway Interface lenglhs seciions of the M65
malorway that have a significant fmpact on the canal corridar.
Mitigation strategy linked to waodland creation

Current cycle roules linking with canal

Other proposed cycle routes linking with canal

Proposed National Cycle Route 6 (Sustrans) and junction
points with canal prioritycanal lengths to be assessed where
roufe utilises towing path

Oppoartunities to encourage links with National Cycle Route

Existing farmal footpath and trail network (canal junction
points highlighted as priority signage/interpretation points)

Canal lengths utilised by formal path and irail network

Reinforced canal link to nearby foolpaih/trail network

Suggested “Off the Rails" access link opportunities
Patential strategic bridging point

Locks/suggested lock enhancement schemes linked with
adjacent development

Significanl canal-related buildings/siruciures with a canal focus
(restored & ulilised/palential to use)

Existing mooring paints (refer to section 3.3 for delails) &
potential new or enhanced moaring facilities

Existing and suggesied/enhanced mooring basins

Existing boat yard services

Suggested trip boat routes and stopping poainis (black icon
identifies established trip boat base)
Route 1: Riley-Green- Blackburn Locks

Angling facilitias (existing/suggested or enhanced)
North-West Angling Club, Bridge 91A-98A

Key link to counltry park

Urban park enhancement/creation

Canalside pub/restaurant facility (existing/suggested)
Local attraction link

Existing information points/potential key information points
for canal

Primary visitor focus potential

Canal 'Way marks' (see Delivery Theme 1. Living
Environments, Arts & Cullure)

“Positive Cunnections” strategy (refer 10 Delivery Theme 1:
Living Envirocnmentls)

Canal character lengths (refer to section 3 1)

Environmental Improvements ldentified:

Bridge 90-91A . .
Offside canal bank stabilisation and fencing where required

Bridge 93-93B
Bank stabilisation and boundary improvemenis

Bridge 96-96A . 7
Improvements to fishing plaiforms 1o incorporate disabled
access
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Action Plan

Park Creation Opportunities (Regional Park/Canal Link)

The potential for a leisure and recreation focus centred on Rishton
Reservoir and based around an extension zone for communily woodland,
exlending from ihe urban edge employment zones of Blackburn through
to Rishton (Hyndburn Borough Council idenlifies ihe area as an "Area of
Special Landscape")

A significant park gateway site could develop at Cut Park adjacent to
the reservoir, with the potential for an associated canal focus/gateway
at any given poinl between bridges 107-107A as part this leisure/
recreation focus Hyndburn Clog and the proposed National Cycle
Route 6 converge along this canal length, providing a basis for wider
urban/rural links from the defined urban edge park area

Hyndburn Brook

Suggested informal enhanced path network and waodland structure to
the north of Church, linking with suggested canal hubs and gateways for
the length The semi-rural context of the area has been eroded over
time (and most recently with the M85 construction) leaving a fragmented
and open landscape

Key Canal Hubs and Park Gateways
Church |—= g

Church's proximity with the urban mass of Accrington marks it out as an
important gateway 1o the canal (and potentially into a wider park
framewark). It is the halfway point of the Leeds & Liverpool canal with
a significant heritage potential, althaough the location of Blythes Chemical
Works creales a number of issues that may restrict development
Several canal hubs could develop along this lenglh which could combine
to form a significanl canal focus (see Case Study section for more
detailed information),

Rishton

Canal hub crealion linked to the suggested park creation area, also at
Rishion Bridge which provides the closesli link wilh the town centre

Clayton-Le-Moors

Distinctive under-utilised canal buildings at Enfield Wharf have the
potenlial to provide a focus faor canal aclivily that could link well with
any developmenis at Church Whalley Road Bridge and the Albion Pub
provide a second, established canal focus thal provides a direct link
with the town cenire

Map Key

Key develapmeni sites (BL=Blackburn H=Hyndburn
BU=Burnley P=Pendle)
BL13 Imperial Mill

BL14 Whitebirk canalside
H1 Lantern Park

H2 Hargeaves Mill
H3 Enfield Wharl
Greenbelt

Public Open Space near canal (refer to Local Plans for specific
designations)

SRB 6 Accrington

Hyndburn Brook:

River valley nelwork surrounding canal corridor and potential
for access/wildlife initiatives at river canal crossing points (
Wildlife Siles

Ancient Waodland

Woodland creation siles identified by the National Urban
Forestry Unit (M65/A56 Corridor Study)

Suggested urban fringe woodland crealion zones linked with
canal corridor (refer to "Way of Thinking- Canal park)

EEEmB  Canalimotorway interface lenglhs: sections of the M65
motorway {hal have a significant impaci on the canal corridor.
Mitigation strategy linked to woodland creation.
Current cycle routes linking with canal

festritrt Qther proposed cycle routes linking with canal

Proposed Mational Cycle Roule 6 (Sustrans) and junclion poinis

with canal, pricritycanal lengths to be assessed where route

utilises towing path

@ Opportunilies to encourage links with National Cycle Route

Existing formal footpath and trail nelwark (canal junction paints
highlighted as priority signage/interpretation points)

Canal lengths utilised by formal path and irail network
@ Primary canalflown centre links

Suggested “Off the Rails™ access link oppartunities
Town centre (ocations and amenities

Conservation Areas

@ Aspen Coke Qvens Scheduled Ancient Monument (warks
required}

m Significant canal-related buildings/structures with a canal focus
(restored & ulilised/potential 1o use)

ee Existing mooring points (refer to section 3 3 for details) &
potential new or enhanced mooring facilities

@ @ Existing and suggested/enhanced mooring basins
&% Blythes Chemicals: Notifiable sile

Q0
==

©0o

R
v

Suggested Irip boat routes and slopping points (black icon
idenlifies established trip boat base)

Route 2: Blackburn town centre-Hyndburn canal towns
Route 3: Church-Hapton

Sailing facilities (existing/suggested)

Angling facilities (exisling/suggested or enhanced)
Bridge 104-112 Hyndburn & Blackburn Angling Association

Canalside pub/restaurant facilily (existing/suggested)
Local aitraclion link

Exisling information points/polential key information points
for canal

Canal ‘Way marks’ - M65 aqueduct, Aspen coke avens,
Hargreaves Mill, St James Church

"Positive Connections”stralegy (refer to Delivery Theme 1:
Living Environments

Canal character lengths (refer lo section 3 1)

Environmental Improvements ldentified:

Bridge 104A-104B Offside boundary improvements to canal
businesses

Bridge 104B-104C Bank stabilisation

Bridge 104C-106 Towing palh improvements including
resurfacing, boundary improvements, bank siabilisalion.

Bridge 108-108A Boundary improvementis la canalside
businesses

Bridge 108-110 Bank stabilisation and reconstruction

Bridge 110-113 Improve access to towing path offside and
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Park Creation Opportunities (Regional Park/Canal Link)

Padiham Jusiction

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal's approach to Burnley via Padiham junction
holds litlle posilive identity, although the "Major Open Space" designation
around Green Brook (Burnley Borough Council) provides significant
potential for enhancing ihe canal environment through park creation
The Local Plan intention is for this area lo be retained and where possible
enhanced for ils recreation and amenity value, ultimately to be
incarporated into the East Lancashire Reglonal Park.

Patential wider park linkages from canal corridor and Thompson Park
area

Key Canal Hubs and Park Gateways:

Weavers Triangla |=—t3 =
DS

A characleristic length of canal with many surviving historic canal
buildings and struclures, there is immense polential in the re-development
of this enlire lengih and in praviding strang links with the town centre
This is a primary gateway site to the canal and shouid develop as such
The Inn on the Wharf development has kick-started the process of
regeneration Sandygate represenls a prime conservation-led
development opporiunity and canal focus, with additional polential for a
new-build regeneration focus linking town and canal (see Case Study
section for more detail)

The vacant property at Finsley Gate provides a natural canal focus as
a potential canal hub at the head of the "slraight-mile” canal length.
Nearby open green space provides an indirecl link route 1o the open
moarland south of lhe fown; the area is identified as "Major Open Space”
within the Local Plan and the intention is to develop and integrate these
areas as a part of the Regional Park

Opportunilies for urban park expansion could integrate the canal more
eflectively with the open space framework surrounding the canal.
Thompson Park is an established and popular recreation facus, although
Queen Park is less structured and more "municipal" in feel and could be
significantly improved (again. both are identified as "Major Open Space"
within the Borough) Disused canal arms could be restored as a part of
this urban park "hub®, linking water-based uses with other park activities

D)

0

®0

~
A

Qo
SRS

Map Key:

Key development sites (BL=Blackburn H=Hyndburn
BU=Burnley P=Pendle)

BU1 Weavers Triangle

BU2 Finsley Gate

BU3 Bank Hall (Thompson Park)

Greenbelt

Public Open Space near canal (refer to Local Plans for specific
designations)

SRB 6 Burnley

River Brun (Burnleyj, Habergham Clough (Padiham Junction):
River valley network surrounding canal corrider and  patential
for access/wildlife initiatives at river conal crossing polnls
Wildlife Sites

Ancient Woodland

Woodiand creallon siles identified by the National Urban
Foresiry Unit (M&5/A56 Corridor Study)

Suggested urban fringe woodland crealion zones linked with
canal corridor (refer to "Way of Thinking- Canal park)

Canal/molorway inlerface lengths sections of the M65
motorway that have a significant impac! on the canal corridor.
Mitigalion strailegy linked to woodland creation.

Current cycle routes linking wilh canal

Other proposed cycle routes linking with canal

Existing formal footpath and trail network (canal junction points
highlighted as priorily signage/interpretation points)

Canal lengths utilised by formal path and trail network
Reinforced canal link to nearby footpath/irail netwaork
Primary canal/town centre links

Suggested "Off the Rails" access link opportunities
Canal access restricled; access improvements necessary
Potential strategic bridging point

Town centre locations and amenities

Conservation Areas

Significant canal-relaled buildings/siruciures with a canal focus
(restored & utilised/patential to use)

Existing mooring poinis (refer to section 3.3 for details) &
potential new or enhanced mooring facilities

Existing and suggested/enhanced mooring basins
Suggested trip boal routes and stopping poinis (black icon

idenlifies established trip boal base)
Roule 3: Church-Hapton

Route 4: Burnley centre .
Route 5: Burnley-Nelson (linked with existing routes operated
by trip boat Barden Brromstick)

Cance clubs and facilities (existing/suggested)
Burnley Cance & Kayak Club

Canalside pub/restaurant facility (existing/suggested)
Local altraction link

Existing information points/potential key information points for
canal

Primary visitor focus poiential

Canal ‘Way marks' - Weavers Triangle length, Finsley Gate,
Straight Mile

“Positive Conneclions™ strategy (refer to Delivery Theme 1:
Living Environments

Canal character lengihs

Environmental Improvements ldentified:

Bridge 126-127C ) . .
Boundary wmprovements in association wilh canalside
redevelopment, towing palh resurfacing. pedestrian access to
avoid Gannow Tunnel (new signage surfacing, highting)

Bridge 128-129A
Towing path resurfacing to meet Gannow Tunnel entrance

Bridge 130E to 130H ) )
Access improvements to Burnley straight mile

Bridge 131-1324 _ )
Offside boundary enhancement, towing path resufracing. litter
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Overview

The Leeds & Liverpool Canal is the key linking element
throughout East Lancashire and beyond. It brings together
open spaces, settlements and industry area along its route

In the nineteenth century many industries located next to the
canal and were often positioned with rear access to the canal
for ease of unloading and loading materials. However, when it
ceased being used as a trading route in the 1970s, many new
developments started to turn their backs on the canal and it
soon became regarded as a barrier or a boundary rather than
a key feature that could enhance development

Over the past ten years in order to exploit waterways as
spaces and the benefits that can be derived from a waterway
environment, British Waterways has nationally adopted a
corridor wide approach to their improvement and regeneration.
This looks not at the waterway as an edge that divorces
development but as an important functional space for transport,
recreational and commercial uses that can be linked to the
wider area

The following design and development guidelines establish a
set of principles to provide a clear framework for fandowners,
developers and planners to ensure a consistent approach to
design and development along the Leeds & Liverpool Canal
corridor.

Based on experience, successful and vibrant waterside areas
incorporating mixed use development are bringing life and vitality
back to waterspaces. A number of key design principles need
to be adopted to create an attractive, safe and accessible
waterside environment.

In order to promote full use of the corridor, the environment
needs to be attractive and in the development of land adjacent
to the canal, a number of key design principles need to be
considered to ensure that developments integrate holistically
with the waterside environment.

Many of the principles are standard to both general urban and
rural locations. However there is often a tendency to use

canals as a backdrop or pleasant landscape feature rather
than making them a focus for the layout of a development and
to guide the overall character of the area.

It is hoped that these design and development guidelines will
provide a framework for landowners, developers, planners
and stakeholders and act as a reminder that the development
should respond positively to the canal. The guidelines are
intended to illustrate that the canal can provide a significant
contribution to the regeneration of East Lancashire and it is
hoped that they can be adopted as Supplementary Planning
Guidance for use by each of the Local Authorities in a
comprehensive way.

The topics addressed within the Design & Development
Guidance section comprise:

®* New Waterfront Development

® Waterway Character

¢ Built Heritage and Historic Structures
® New Waterside Buildings

® New Residential Development

® New Industrial Development

® Waterside Spaces

® Boundary Treatments

® Waterside Furniture and Surfacing

¢ Planting

* Waterway Walls and Bank Protection
® Creating Access

* Bridges

¢ Public Art

® Water Safety

¢ Crime Prevention
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Waterway Character

The character of the waterway often extends beyond the
immediate boundary to create a distinclive visual envelope
thal varies significantly in scope and extent from one area to
another It includes parks, open countryside and woodlands,
Victorian and contemporary residential, commercial
developments, industnal zones and Victorian mills and remnant
wharf areas The boundary with the waterway can form the
public and private interface and has a major influence on the
perception of the environment.

Principles for Conserving Waterway
Character

+ Preservation of the waterway character extends beyond
the immediate waterway boundary, infrastructure, buidings
and heritage components to include the distinclive visual
envelope that surrounds the waterway It is within this
visual envelope that waterside planning and design should
adopt a corridor wide character approach to help to
accommodate necessary change without destroying or
damaging lacal character;

+ Itis important that the waterway infrastructure, in all its
forms. should be recorded and the quality of the waterway
not being reduced by the cumulative effect of adjacent
demolition, development as well as minor alterations.

+  New deveiopment should respect or enhance the distinctive
character of the waterway environment and not turn its
back on the canal,

+ Promotion of the retention. refurbishment and re-use of
historic buildings. These buildings and wider urban
landscapes are important glements and features of the
waterway;

+  The careful conservation and integration of existing historic
features into new development schemes;

+ The use of traditional materials and reuse of original site
materials where appropriate;

Attention to the scale of retained buildings and structures,
in the design of new developments;

Appreciation of traditional architectural solutions to help
overcome issues such as security and access;

Preservation of the sense of enclosure of the waterway
corridor within the urban landscape;

Preservation of the sense of openess of the waterway
corridor within the rural landscape;

British Waterways recognises the lmportance of
‘supporting statememnts” as a tool to protect and enhance
the waterway character and encourages the locai planming
authority ta insist thal ptanning applications be accompanied
by such a document These supporting stalements will
help the lacal planning authority to effectively evaluale
and assess the likely impacts of a proposal on the
waterway corridor,

British Waterways encourage the use of landscape
characterisation (evolving at a regionai level from the
Countryside Agency's Character Map of England) as an
important and useful tool in evolving policies, development
criteria and management guidehnes as well as providing a
clear basis for development contral decisions. This will
aid an understanding and appreciation of the histeric/unique
waterway character to enable informed judgements to be
made where development 1s proposed within the waterway
carridar.

English Haertage emphasises that detailed information
should be submitted by applicants to local authorities for
listed building consent to allow a local authority to assess
the likely impact of the proposals on the special architectural
or historic interest of a building and its seating Applications
should also address issues sel out In PPG 15 Annex C -
Planning and the Historic Environment.
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New Industrial Development

Industrial buildings, warehouses and former historic wharves
were often built rising sheer out of the water following the
lines of the canal and resulting in very strong sense of
enclosure. A balance now needs to be achieved between the
character of the waterway and modern day activity.

New industrial development should aim to create interesting
and attractive buildings that create an open and active
waterfront They should strike a balance between historical
integrity and commercial viability.

Principles for New Industrial Development

+ Many existing industrial uses adjacent to the waterway
present unattractive waterside facades New industrial
development should be sited and orientated to positively
address the waterway For example, locating staff canteen
and recreation areas facing the waterway would make
excellent use of a normally neglected area;

+  Where site configurations are restrictive, service yards,
external storage and car parking areas need to be
screened in order to improve their visual appearance and
to provide site security In principle, however, such uses
should not be deemed appropriate adjacent to the
waterside;

> The use of attractive screening barriers can help reduce
the profile of an existing development, though the
effectiveness of such boundaries will depend on their
location and dimensions in relation to the building or
development. It may not always be necessary to fully
screen industrial development or views, particularly if it is
large scale. It may be sufficient to provide a feature to
detract from the view The scale of some industrial
developments is such that installation of a full height screen
could itself be more detrimental to the waterway corridor;

+ The key principle of successful screening is to have the
screen hedge or fence as close to the viewer as possible
and not close to the object to be screened;

A sculptured wall or security fencing could be constructed
which would present a coherent frontage to the waterside
Low level waterside planting can be used to soften the
edge of the wall Proposals for waterside development
must always be accompanied by a detailed planting
scheme together with an appropriate management plan.
























Design and Development Guidelines

Water Safety

Water provides a distinctive feature and attraction but brings
with it inherent safety issues. Preventing access to the
waterway is impracticable and unreasonable and key
objectives are to therefore make users aware of any risks
while designing out or minimising hazards. Safety issues should
be considered at the outset of any project and be fully
incorporated at the design stage.

In historic areas, the involvement of the local conservation
officer is recommended as part of the design process.

Principles for Water Safety

+ The use of the waterside by the general public must be
carefully assessed in terms of the numbers, the activity
and the level of responsibility/supervision of those who
may be reasonably anticipated to use the area;

* Waterside barriers should only be used where there is a
high risk of falling into the water or where there is restricted
space along the waterside and they should be designed
to avoid visual intrusion or clutter. Few barriers need to be
higher than 1.2 m and should ensure views across the
water are not restricted. Some removable railings and
posts should be incorporated to allow maintenance of the
waterway wall or mooring equipment as required.

Level changes, which present a safety hazard, should
have railings or bollards and chain to a consistent approved
design;

+  Safety signs should be simple but give sufficient information
to be of benefit to the users and be aimed at the appropriate
user. Life saving equipment should only be considered as
a last resort when risk and hazards cannot be reduced to
an acceptable level.

To ensure that there is a safe environment for both waterway
users and the general public, a two-stage risk assessment

process, in liaison with relevant agencies, should be
undertaken, comprising:

« An assessment of any outline proposals;

+ A more comprehensive assessment of detailed design
proposals.

The User Safety Assessment will consider the following:

« The likely risks and hazards that may be encountered by
users and how they can be eliminated or minimised through
planning and design;

« Preventative measures to reduce risks and hazards;

+  Means of summoning assistance from and access for the
emergency services;

» Immediate rescue facilities for those in the water;

» Appropriate design details and signage to satisfy
regulations and requirements.
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A
View to rear of warehouse and proposed housing fronting canal

View from main road towards basin and stable block

Enfield Wharf 7.3
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Case Studies: Burnley - Finsley Gate

Proposal Checklist

® Secure moorings in urban environment
¢ Bar/Restaurant/Cafe
® Lighting

®* Waterbus/tripboat operation linked to other areas of
canalside interest at Bankhall and Weavers Triangle

* Craft workshops
* Community Space

® Repair workshop/chandlery

Positive aspects to be enhanced

* Prominent location at foot of Burnley Mile
® Locally distinct canalside architecture
* Cycleway passes through the area along the towpath

® Secure site due to topography Land rises steeply to

southern part of site. Access is not possible from the
towpath.

¢ The canal and the buildings have close relationship that
should be maintained and enhanced

* Potential to link to Burnley's wider canalside resource at
Bankhall and at the Weavers Triangle

Negative aspects to be addressed

® Grade || listed canalside buildings in poor condition and
vacant

® Located in Burnley Wood ward, one of the most deprived

wards in the borough and East Lancashire with all the
characteristics of multiple deprivation.

Key buildings

+ Carpenters Shop — Grade |l listed

+ Canal House — Grade Il listed
Mess room

+  Old Smithy

= A prominent single storey asbestos clad building was
demolished in 2000 and would now make a suitable location
for a landmark canalside building

Pedestrian access to the town centre is possible from the
southern end of the Burnley Mile near Tesco. The site is also
near to a series of existing tourist attractions within Burnley
including Towneley Hall, Gawthorpe Hall and Burnley
Mechanics.

Opportunities for New Uses

Situated in the deprived ward of Rosehill with Burnley Wood,
British Waterways is keen to ensure that the end use of the
site will support the local area. The site is also located within
Burnley's SRB6 area. Any redevelopment of the existing
buildings and/or new development will need to address the
surrounding issues including measures to combat deprivation
and social exclusion.

The proposals, whilst for illustrative purposes only, show the
potential that the site offers for water-based development
incorporating a trip boat facility and opportunities for secure
moorings within Burnley's urban environment. There may also
be scope to explore the idea of a waterbus for Burnley with
the potential for other stops located at Bankhall and the
Weavers Triangle as part of regeneration of the area. Any
development proposals would need to be fully market tested
before proceeding.

Burnley Borough Council's first stage deposit Local Plan has
been produced recently and the deprived ward of Rasehill
with Burnley Wood has been identified as a focus for
comprehensive regeneration programme It will be important
that any redevelopment of Burnley Wood is tied to
redevelopment of Finsley Gate.

Finsley Gate should not be viewed in isolation in the context of
Burnley's wider canalside resource as it has the potential to
link to regeneration opportunities at Bankhall and the Weavers
Triangle.

Suggested Way Forward

This case study represents an area of major opportunity along
the canal corridor and provides an illustration of the type of
development that could take place. Drawings are for illustrative
purposes only and do not constitute any formally agreed
development proposals.

An appropriate delivery vehicle would need to be put in place
to allow a scheme such as this to be implemented. This could
be through a public/ public or public/ private joint venture
agreement. Significant third party funding would also be
required.
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